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FBANCIS ASTON, F.B.S. 

Painted by F. Kerseboom. 

Died 1715. 

4 . 

Mr. Aston filled the office of Secretary to the Royal Society 
from 1681 to 1685. In 1712 he was. added to the celebrated 
Committee appointed by the Society to report upon the dis- 
pute between Newton and Leibnitz in reference to the inven- 
tion of Fluxions, now called the Differential Calculus. He be- 
queathed a small estate in Lincolnshire to the Society, which 
is still in their possession, and personal property amounting 
to about £500. 
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LOBD CHANCELLOB BACON. 

Painted by Paul Van Somer. 
Presented by Martin Ffolkes, P.R.S. 

Bom in London^ 22nd January, 1561. 
Died at Highgate, 9tli April, 1626. 

Fbancis Bacon was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge ; 
entered Gray^s Inn as a law student in 1576, and on being 
called to the bar went in the suite of the British ambassador 
to the court of France. On his return to England he ad- 
vanced rapidly in his profession. In 1613 he was appointed 
Attorney General; in 1617 Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, 
and in 1618 Lord Chancellor with the title of Baron Verulam. 
After enjoying for some years the honours of his high position 
and the renown due to his great learning, he fell from his high 
estate, was deprived of his various offices, imprisoned for a short 
time, and heavily fined. He devoted the remaining years of his 
life chiefly to scientific pursuits. His various works, and parti- 
cularly that on the Instauration of the Sciences, have caused 
him to be regarded as the creator of the school of experimental 
philosophy, in some measure realized by the founding of the 
Royal Society ; for it was whilst the memory of Bacon was 
recent, and the spirit of his philosophy newly spread, that the 
establishment of our great scientific Society was accomplished. 
His life fell a sacrifice to a philosophical experiment : a retort, 
which he had been using, burst ; some of the fragments struck 
his face ; and the wounds induced fever, of which he died. 



SIR JOSEPH BANES, Bart., P.B.S. 

Painted by Thomas Phillips, R,A, 
Presented by Don Jose de ISCendoza Bios. 

Bom in London^ 2nd February, 1743. 
Died at Spring Grove, near London, 19th June, 1820. 

Sir Joseph Banks passed tkrough Harrow, Eton, and Oxford 
with considerable credit. At the University he cultivated 
natural history, and acquired so strong a love for this science 
that he followed it throughout life. On the death of his 
father in 1761, he became possessor of a very large fortune, and 
was enabled to follow his scientific inclinations. In 1766 he 
was elected a FeUow of the Royal Society, and in the same year 
accompanied Captain Phipps to Newfoundland and Labrador, 
where he made collections in natural history. In 1768 he 
joined Captain Cook in his first voyage of discovery, which 
occupied nearly three years, and was greatly disappointed 
that he was not permitted to accompany that celebrated navi- 
gator on his second expeaition. 

Having made extensive preparations for this voyage, he was 
unwiUing that they should not be turned to account; and 
accordingly he fitted out a scientific expedition to Iceland, 
in which he was accompanied by Dr. Solander and Dr. Von 
Troil. Besides making large natural-history collections, he 
purchased numerous Icelandic books and manuscripts, aU of 
which he presented to the British Museum. On the out- 
ward voyage Staffa was visited, and the columnar stratification 
of the rocks discovered. An account of this phenomenon, 
from Banks's Journal, was* published in Pennant's Tour in 
Scotland, and Dr. Von Troil wrote an interesting narrative of 
the Expedition. 

On his return to England, Banks settled in London, and 
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devoted his time and fortune to the promotion of science. 
In 1778 he was elected President of the Boyal Society, and 
occupied the Chair forty-one years. In 178] he was created 
a baronet, in 1797 made a Privy Councillor; and in 1802 
the French Institute elected him a Foreign Member of their 
body. 
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SIB JOHN BABBOW9 Baxt., F.B.S. 

Copy from a portrait by J, Jackson, R.A. 
(in the possession of John Murray, Esq.). 

Presented by John Barrow, Esq. 

Born at Dragleybeck, near Ulverstone, 19th June, 1764. 
Died in London, 23rd November, 1848. 

Apteb a school education at Ulverstone, Sir John Barrow 
visited Spitzbergen in a whale-ship. In 1792 he accompanied 
Earl Macartney on his embassy to China, and on his return 
home he wrote an account of that mission, and subsequently 
a Life of the Earl. 

He was next employed as an auditor of the public accounts 
at the Cape of Good Hope, and penetrated further into 
Caffi*aria, on the occasion of an expedition into the interior, 
than any previous traveller. He published two separate works 
in 1801 and 1806, giving an account of his African travels. 

On his return to England in 1803, he was appointed Secre- 
tary to the Admiralty, and held the office for forty years. Du- 
ring this period, assisted by the Royal Society, he originated 
and organized almost all the Arctic voyages of discovery, and 
published chronological narratives of the various expedi- 
tions. He also established the Geographical Society. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1805, and served 
frequently on the Council. In 1835, on the recommendation 
of Sir Robert Peel, William IV. created him a baronet. 
Besides performing his official duties. Sir John Barrow wrote 
numerous articles for the Quarterly Review and others for 
the Encyclopsedia Britannica. 
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THOMAS BIBCH, D.D., F.R.S. 

Painted by J. Wells, 

Bom in London^ 23rd November, 1705. 
Died in London^ 9tli January^ 1766. 

Dr. Birch's father, a tradesman of the Quaker denomination, 
designed his son to follow trade ; but the strong desire which 
the son manifested for literary pursuits overruled this inten- 
tion. By self-education he was soon capable of acting as 
teacher in different schools. In these he had superior oppor- 
tunities for study, and he profited so well, that when twenty- 
four years of age he was ordained in the Established Church 
without passing through any University. 

In 1734 he was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society, and 
acted as Secretary firom 1752 to 1765. In 1753 the University 
of Edinburgh conferred upon him the degree of Doctor in 
Divinity. 

Dr. Birch's zeal and industry were most remarkable. He 
published a History of the Boyal Society, or rather an abridg- 
ment of the Scientific proceedings of the Society, which, 
although occupying four large 4to volumes, only extends to the 
year 1687. He also published a General Dictionary, a series 
of Biographical Memoirs, and a large number of minor works. 
His useful life was terminated by a fall from his horse. He 
bequeatl^ his library and MSS. to the British Museum. 



THE HONOURABLE BOBEBT BOTLE, RB.S. 

PaifUed by F. Kerseboom. 

Presented by the Executon of the Hon. B. Boyle. 

Bom at Lismt)re^ 25th January^ 1626. 
Died in London^ 31st December^ 1691. 

Boyle was mainly indebted for his education to the Rector of 
the parish of Stalbridge in Dorsetshire^ where his father resided. 
In 1638 he was sent to travel abroad with a tutor; on his 
return to England in 1644^ the death of his father put him in 
possession of the manor of Stalbridge^ with other property. In 
1654 he went to Oxford^ where he remained till 1668. During 
this period^ and throughout the remainder of his life^ spent in 
London^ he devoted himself to chemical philosophy^ and took 
a most active and influential part in establishing the Royal 
Society. He was one of the first Council^ and was chosen 
President in 1680^ but reluctantly declined the of&ce from 
conscientious scruples respecting the oaths required to be 
taken. 

His zeal in the Society^s interests continued to his death : 
he contributed fifty-eight papers to the Philosophical Trans- 
actions, and bequeathed all his natural-history collections to 
the Society as ^' a testimony of his great respect for them.'^ 
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JAMES BBADLET, D.D., F.B.S. 

Painted by Jonathan Richardson. 

Presented by the Rev. Mr. Peach. 

Bom at Sherboum, Miaxch, 1693. 
Died at Chalford, 18th July, 1762. 

Dr. Bradley matriculated at Balliol College, Oxford, in 1710. 
In 1719 he was ordained to the rectory of Bridstow, in Mon- 
mouthshire. His high astronomical attainments procured him 
the appointment, in 1721, of Savilian Professor of Astronomy, 
from which period he devoted himself entirely to his favourite 
science, and changed the face of sidereal astronomy by his 
two great discoveries of aberration and nutation. Dr. Bradley 
succeeded Halley in 1742 as Astronomer Boyal. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1718. There is a 
curious account of a post-mortem examination of Bradley's 
body, in the 25th volume of the B;Oyal Society's Journal-book. 
His death took place under singular circumstances. 
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TTCHO BRAHE. 

Painted by Michel Janson Mierevelt. 

Bom at Knudsthorp, 14th December, 1546. 
Died 24tli October, 1601. 

Tycho B&ahe was educated at the University of Copenhagen, 
where the occult mysteries of astrologers, and the phenomenon 
of a total eclipse of the sun, drew his attention to the study of 
astronomy. To this he devoted the remainder of his life, and 
was associated, in 1600, with the famous Kepler in some of 
his astronomical researches. It was intended that they should 
have been coadjutors in the Rudolphine tables, but the death 
of Tycho Brahe prevented this being carried into effect. 

In 1598 he accepted an invitation from the Emperor 
Rudolph II. to settle at Prague, where he died from the effects, 
as is stated, of a convivial party. Tycho Brahe had the 
misfortune to lose a portion of his nose in a duel. The 
loss was supplied by an artificial nose made of gold, so well 
formed and coloured as to be hardly distinguishable from the 
natural feature. 
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VISCOUNT BBOUNGKEB, F.R.S. 

Painted by Sir Peter Lely. 

Froaented by ViBcount Bronnekflr. 

Bom 1620. Died 5th April, 1684. 

Lord Brouncker was the son of Sir William Broimcker, 
Knight, Gentleman of the Privy Chamber to Charles I., and 
Vice-Chancellor to the Prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II. 
Sir William was created Viscount Brouncker in 1645. His son 
was educated at Oxford, where he acquired an excellent know- 
ledge of mathematics and other important sciences. He then 
entered on the study of natural philosophy and medicine, and 
displayed so much proficiency in the latter as to obtain the 
degree of Doctor of Physic. But his inclination led him to 
follow mathematical studies in preference to any other ; and he 
became celebrated as a mathematician. He made two re- 
markable discoveries, being the first to introduce continued 
firactions, and to give a series for the quadrature of a portion 
of the equilateral hyperbola. 

Lord Broimcker was appointed first President of the Boyal 
Society imder the Charter, dated July 15, 1662 ; and although 
many high State appointments were conferred upon him, he 
devoted himself to the interests of the Society, and exhibited 
great zeal in the performance of his Presidential duties, from 
his appointment until his resignation in 1677. Indeed, 
according to Evelyn, he was one of the most active promoters 
of the Eoyal Society. 
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GEOnOE BUCHANAN. 

Painted by Francis Pourbus^ Sen. 

PreBonted by Thomas Powy, Esq. 

Bom at Killeam^ Stirlingshire^ Febraary, 1506. 
Died at Edinbtu^h, 28th September, 1582. 

Qeorob Buchanan, a man of great and various learning, was 
indebted for his early education to his maternal uncle James 
Heriot, who sent him to the University of Paris. On the 
death of his uncle he underwent great privations ; and after a 
long battle with what he called the ''iniquity of fortune/' 
became tutor to Gilbert, Earl of Cassilis, with whom he re- 
maned five years. 

His theological writings having brought upon him the ven- 
geance of the Church, he was imprisoned ; but escaping, he fled 
to France, remained three years at Bordeaux, and in 1547 
went to Coimbra in Portugal, and became Regent of that Uni- 
versity. Again he fell under the wrath of the Church, was 
persecuted by the Inquisition, and confined in the cell of a 
monastery. Here he wrote his celebrated version of the 
Psalms. On his liberation he returned to his native country, 
was elected Principal of St. Leonard's College, and became one 
of the preceptors to young King James YI. Honours were 
now conferred upon him, which culminated in his appointment 
to the office of Lord PrivySeal. 
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PAUL BXnSSIEEE, F.M.R.S. 

Painter unknown. 

Presented by Peter Buissiere. 

The date of Buissiere^s birth and that of his decease are alike 
unknown. Hewas aFrench surgeon established at Copenhagen^ 
and devoted much time to physiological researches. He was 
elected a Foreign Member of the Royal Society in 1669, and 
contributed various papers, principally on anatomical subjects, 
to the Philosophical Transactions. He also corresponded with 
Sir Hans Sloane. His letters are preserved in the Society^s 
Archives. 



SIR JAMES BURROW, P.R.S. 

Painted by John Baptiste Vanloo. 
Presented by Sir James Burrow. 

Bom 2nd November, 1701. 
Died 5th November, 1782. 

Sir James Burrow was an eminent lawyer. Master of the 
Crown Office, and Senior Bencher of the Inner Temple. He 
took an active part in the affairs of the Royal Society, contri- 
buted papers on subjects connected with Physical Sciences to 
the Philosophical Transactions, and was elected by the Council 
President of the Society in October 1768, and July 1772, to 
serve in both cases until the ensuing Anniversaries. 



13 



SAMUEL CHANDLEB, D.D., RB.S. 

Painted by M, Chamberlain, 
Presented by John Chandler, Esq. 

Born at Himgerford, 1693. 
Died 8th May, 1766. 

Db. Chandler was an eminent dissenting Divine and learned 
theologian. He discharged the duties of Pastor for many 
years to the Presbyterian Chapel at Peckham. During this 
time he kept a circulating library, the business of which did 
not, however, interfere with his pastoral duties. Archbishop 
Wake, to whom Dr. Chandler had sent a copy of one of his 
early works, was so struck with the acuteness and learning 
displayed by the author, that he advised him to write books 
instead of selling them. Dr. Chandler may be said to have 
acted on this advice, as he was the author of numerous works, 
principally on theological subjects. 

His theological attainments led the Universities of Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow to oflfer him, on the occasion of his visiting 
those cities, the degree of Doctor of Theology, which he 
declined. 

In 1754 he was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society. 
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CHABLES n., Patron B.S. 

Painted by Sir Peter Lely. 

Bom 29tli May, 1680. 
Died 6th February, 1685. 

The foundation of three scientific Institutions by Charles II. 
(the Royal Society, the Royal Observatory, and the Royal 
Mathematical School of Christ^s Hospital), has been brought 
forward by historians as among the very few acts entitling 
this monarch to gratefiil remembrance. He was, from real 
regard, a patron of science, and even to some extent an experi- 
menter in his own person. 

On the 28th November, 1660, the meeting of philosophers 
was held at which it was resolved to found a College for the pro- 
motion of ^^ Physico-Mathematicall Experimentall Learning.'' 
On the 5th of December following, the king, having heard of 
this design, sent word to the natural philosophers '^that he 
did well approve of it, and would be ready to give encourage- 
ment to it;'' and on the 15th July, 1662, he constituted them 
a corporation under the name of the Royal Society. In the 
same year he ordered the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (Duke 
of Ormond) to grant land in that country to the Society. In 
1668 he accorded them arms, crest and supporters, and pre- 
sented the mace used at their Meetings. The king took con- 
siderable interest in the young Society ; and, before he became 
engrossed with Court intrigues and pleasures, experiments 
were often made before him, at his palace and elsewhere, by 
Fellows of the Society. 



15 



WILLIAM CUFT, F.B.S. 

Painted by Henry Schmidt, 

Presented by Bin. Owen. 

Bom at Burcombe, near Bodmin, 14tli February, 1775. 
Died in London, 20th June, 1 849. 

On leaving school at Bodmin, Mr. Clift was apprenticed in 
1792 for six years to John Himter, who received him into his 
house without a fee. Under the roof of the great anatomist, 
Mr. Clift enjoyed inestimable advantages ; but unhappily the 
relations of master and pupil endured for a very short period, 
as Mr. Hunter died in October 1793. 

The Hunterian Collection having been transferred to the 
College of Surgeons, Mr. Clift was appointed, in 1799, Con- 
servator of the Museum, and assisted Sir E. Home in preparing 
a Catalogue of the contents. His high scientific acquirements 
procured him the Fellowship of the B;oyal Society, and he 
served on the Council. He also contributed papers to the 
Philosophical Transactions, and was of great service to many 
authors in determining fossils and making accurate drawings 
of them. Baron Cuvier, in his great work on Fossil Remains, 
acknowledges his obligations to Mr. Clift, and makes especial 
mention of his skiU in drawing. He retired, on his ftill salary, 
a few years before his death. His only daughter married 
Professor Richard Owen, F.R.S., who succeeded Mr. Clift as 
Conservator of the Hunterian Museum. 
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SFENCEB JOSHUA ALWTNE COMPTON, 
Marquis of Northampton, P.ILS. 

Painted by Thomas Phillips, R.A. 

Presented by The BCarquis of Northampton. 

Bom 2nd January, 1790. 
Died at Castle Ashby, 16tli January, 1851. 

Lord Northampton was educated at Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, and early manifested a great love for literary and 
scientific pursuits. On his marriage with Miss McCleod 
Clephane, daughter and heiress of General Clephane, a lady 
of high ;.d vLied accomplishments, who was L Jlj Ufe I 
favourite of Sir Walter Scott, he went abroad, and resided 
principally in Italy until the death of his wife in 1830. He 
then returned to England, and devoted himself to the education 
of his children and the cultivation of science and literature. 

In 1830 he joined the Royal Society, and in 1838 succeeded 
the Duke of Sussex as their President. He occupied the Chair 
for ten years, and throughout his Presidency was always ex- 
tremely zealous in promoting the Society^s interests. He 
paid especial attention to geology and mineralogy, and was the 
discoverer of a new mineral foimd in the lava of Vesuvius, 
named after him, Comptonite. 
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NICHOLAS COPEBNICUS. 

Painted on panel by Lorman of Berlin, from an Original 

Portrait^. 

•Presented by Dr. Wolf. 

Bom at Thorn, lOth February, 1478. 
Died at Frauenburg, 24th May, 1543. 

Copernicus received his education at the University of Cracow. 
He then travelled in Italy, remained some time at Bologna 
to study astronomy, and became a Professor of Mathematics 
at Rome. On his return to Germany, his uncle, the Bishop 
of Warmia, gave him a Canonry at Frauenburg, where he 
settled. 

Being now at ease as to fortune, he cultivated the science 
of astronomy with great diligence; and the fruits of his 
labours appeared in his celebrated Latin treatise ' De Orbium 
Coelestium Revolutionibus,^ which discloses the ^' Copemican 
system,^* published in 1543. 

Partly, perhaps, from the apprehension that his system would 
entail upon him ecclesiastical persecution, he suppressed the 
manuscript of his treatise for some years, consented to its 
publication a short time previous to his death, and only lived 
to see a copy which he could not open. 



* Dr. Wolf, in a letter to Mr. Magellan^ F.K.S., dated Dantzic, April 7, 
1776, states that this portrait was copied with great fidelity £rom a well- 
known original of Copernicus in the possession of the Chamberlain 
Hussazewsld, which was engraved to illustrate Hartknoch's ' Chronicles 
of Prussia.' The history of the original portrait, he adds, is as follows: — 
'* It was formerly in the collection of the Dukes of Saxe Gotha: the archives 
in their Castle state that the portrait is an undoubted ori^nal ; and this is 
confirmed by the circumstance that the Prince Bishop of Warmia, who 
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obtained it firom the late Duke of Saxe Gotha, was too good a coxmoisseur 
and too cautiotus to be deceived in this respect. The Bishop happening 
to be at Gotha in 1786; observed the portrait in the gallery of the Duke's 
Palace : the proofs produced of its authenticity made him very desirous 
to acquire it. He gratified his wish by robbing the Cathedral of Warmia 
of an ancient picture of one of the Duke's ancestors who had been Bishop 
of that see, and whose portrait was wanting in the Duke's collection of 
the portraits of his femUy. An exchange was accordingly made ; and the 
Bishop bequeathed the portrait of Copernicus to his favourite, Chamberlain 
Hussazewski." Dr. Wolf does not state by whom this portrait is painted. 
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JOHN DALTON, D,C.K, P.E.S. 

Painted by B, R. Faulkner, 

Presented by a Committee appointed at Manchester to procure 

a memorial of Dr. Dalton. 

Bom at Eaglesfield^ near Cockermoutli, 5th September, 1766. 
Died at Manchester, 27th July, 1842. 

Dr. Dalton commenced life as a schoolmaster at Eaglesiield. 
In 1781 he removed to Kendal, where he remained as usher 
in a school till 1793. At that date he went to Manchester 
to discharge the duties of Professor of Mathematics and 
Natural Philosophy in the New College in that city. He 
held this appointment until 1799, when the College was 
removed to York. He then gave lessons in mathematics and 
natural philosophy, and lectured on the physical sciences in 
Manchester and London and other towns. He now rose to 
great eminence as a chemist, and by his atomic theory became 
the founder of exact chemistry. The Royal Society, of which 
he was a Fellow, awarded him the first Royal Medal placed 
at their disposal, for his " Atomic Theory.^' He was invited 
to Paris by La Place, introduced to all the scientific men in 
that capital, elected a Foreign Member of the Institute, 
and created a Doctor of Civil Law by the University of 
Oxford. Government granted him a pension of j6300 a year, 
which enabled him to devote the whole of his time to scientific 
pursuits. He filled the office of President of the Manchester 
Literary and Philosophical Society from 1817 until his death. 
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SIK HUHPEKT DAVT, Baxt., F.R.S. 

Painted by Sir Thomas Laiorence, P.R.A. 

Presented by Lady Davy. 

Bom at Penzance, 17tli December, 1778. 
Died at Geneva, 39th May, 1829. 

Humphry Davy, son of a wood-carver, was bound apprentice^ 
on the death of his father in 1794, to Mr. Borlase, a surgeon 
and apothecary at Penzance. In 1798 he was appointed Super- 
intendent of Dr. Beddoes's Pneumatic Institution at Bristol. 
Here commenced that remarkable series of chemical dis- 
coveries and researches which have made the name of Davy 
celebrated throughout the world. 

In 1801 he removed to London, having accepted the situ- 
ation of Director of the Laboratory of the Royal Institution. 
In 1803 he was elected into the Royal Society, and was chosen 
in 1807 one of their Secretaries. He held this appointment 
until 1812, when he resigned, on the occasion of his marriage 
with Mrs. Apreece. In this year he was knighted, and sub- 
sequently created a Baronet. His great scientific eminence, 
already acknowledged by the Royal Society having awarded 
him the Copley and the Royal Medals, was further marked in 
1820 by his election to the office of President, which he held 
until November 1827. In this year, and again in 1828, de- 
clining health occasioned him to go abroad; but change of 
scene and climate alike failed to promote recovery. 
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WILLIAM DEKHAH, D.D., F.R.S. 

Painted by G. White. 

Freseiited by Georga Scott, Esq. 

Bom at Slowton, near Worcester, November 1657. 
Died at Upminster, 5tli April, 1735. 

I>R. Derham was an eminent divine and philosopher. While 
at Trinity College, Oxford, where he graduated, he devoted 
much time to philosophical pursuits, and throughout the rest 
of his life, spent at the Rectory of Upminster in Essex, he 
was an ardent pursuer of natural and experimental philosophy. 
His vicinity to London enabled him to mix with the eminent 
scientific men of the metropolis ; and he frequently attended 
the meetings of the Royal Society, into which body he was 
elected in 1702. Besides contributing forty-five papers to the 
Society^s Transactions, he published many of Ray^s MSS., 
was the means of making Dr. Hook's pMosophical experiments 
known to the world, and edited various scientific works. 
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BENi: DESCABTES. 

Painted by Frank Hals, 

Presented by Dr. Maty. 

Bom at La Haye, Toiiraine, 31st March, 1696. 
Died at Stockholm, 11th February, 1650. 

Descartes was brought up by the Jesuits of La Fleche, and 
early manifested an ardent love for scientific studies. These 
were interrupted by his entering the army of Holland, and 
afterwards that of the Duke of Bavaria, in which he served, and 
displayed great courage at the battle of Prague in 1620. 

After doing garrison duty at Breda for some time, he 
resigned his commission, travelled through a considerable part 
of Europe, and at length settled in Holland, where he remained 
engaged in scientific studies until his philosophical doctrines 
drew upon him the persecution of the Church. To escape this, 
he accepted the invitation of Christina, Queen of Sweden, who 
offered him an asylum; but his health gave way in a few 
months under the rigour of the climate. Descartes is one 
great instance of a leader both in mathematics and philosophy ; 
Leibnitz is the other. 
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JOHN DOLLOND, F.S.S. 



Painted by W. F. WUherington, R.A. {from the original 
\ portrait by Wilson in the Royal Observatory), 

FreBented by George Dollond, Esq., F.B.S. 

Bom in London^ 10th June, 1706. 
Died in London, 80th December, 1761. 

> Mr. Dollond's father was a silk-weaver of French extraction, 

in such humble circumstances as to be entirely unable to give 
his son any education. Yet, although obliged to spend his youth 
in the drudgery of a factory, young DoUand — as his name was 
spelt Dolland even after he was known as an inventor — found 
leisure not only to acquire a vast amount of general knowledge 
in literature, but also an intimate acquaintance with many of 
the physical sciences. 

^ Having succeeded in establishing his eldest son, Peter, in 

business as an optician, he subsequently joined him as partner, 
and entered on a course of experiments in optics. The results 
were communicated to the Philosophical Transactions ; and he 
received the Copley Medal for those researches which led to 
his invention of the Achromatic Reflecting Telescope. He 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1761. 
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JOHN EVELTN, F.B.S. 

Painted by F. Kerseboom, 
Presented by Mrs. Evel3ni. 

Bom at Wotton, Surrey, 1620. 
Died 27th February, 1706. 

On leaving Oxford, Evelyn entered the Middle Temple ; but 
his legal studies were interrupted by the Civil Wars. In 1641 
he went to Holland, and served some time in an English regi- 
ment. In 1644 he set out on an extensive continental tour, 
during which he collected many sculptures and other objects 
of art for the Earl of Arundel. 

On his return to England in 1651, he advocated the cause 
of Charles II., and was much favoured by that monarch on his 
restoration. 

Evelyn was one of the original Fellows of the Royal Society, 
and filled the office of Secretary from 1673 to 1675. His 
' Sylva ' was printed by the Society^s order ; and he was twice 
solicited, though in vain, to become their President. He con- 
tinued throughout his life to take great interest in the Society, 
and was instrumental in obtaining for them the Arundel 
Library, which still forms a portion of the Societ/s Library, 
while the Arundel MSS. are preserved in the British Museum. 
James II. appointed Evelyn one of the Commissioners for 
executing the office of Lord Privy Seal, and subsequently 
Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital. 
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MABTIN FFOLEES, P.B.S. 

Painted by WilUam Hogarth. 

Presented by Martin Ffolkee. 

Bom in London, 29th October, 1690. 
Died in London, 28th June, 1754. 

Me. Ffolkes was sent when a boy to the University of 
Saumur, and afterwards to Clare Hall, Cambridge, where he 
acquired a considerable knowledge of mathematics. His 
classical and scientific attamments were of so high an order, 
that he was elected into the Royal Society when only twenty- 
three years of age. 

Li 1728 he was appointed a Vice-President of the Society 
by Sir Isaac Newton, and succeeded Sir Hans Sloanein 1741 
in the Presidential chair. Prior to his election he travelled 
in Italy, and presented the Society with various communica- 
tions. He also served the office of President of the Society 
of Antiquaries for some years. 

Mr. Ffolkes communicated several papers to the Royal 
Society, and drew up an 'Account of the Society from its 
first Institution,^ contained in a large folio volume. This 
MS., although he gave orders before his death that all his 
papers should be either suppressed or destroyed, was preserved, 
and has been recently acquired by the Royal Society. 
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THE REV. JOHN FLAMSTEED, RR.S. 

Painted by T. Cfibton. 

Presented by John Belcfaier, Esq. 

Bom at Denby, Derbyshire, 19th August, 1646. 

Died December 1719. 

Flamsteed was educated at the free school at Derby. In 
1674 he obtained the degree of M.A. from Cambridge, though 
it does not appear that he had been a student at that Univer- 
sity. 

He began His mathematical and astronomical studies at a 
very early age ; and, although he had taken orders and was pre- 
sented to a small living by Lord Keeper North, he ultimately 
devoted the whole of his time to astronomical pursuits. In 
1676 he took up his residence at the newly established Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich, having been appointed by the Royal 
Warrant '^Astronomical Observator.^' Here he spent the 
remainder of his life, and collected that enormous mass of 
astronomical observations which furnished the first trust;;worthy 
account of the fixed stars. 

Flamsteed was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 
1676, and contributed forty-four papers to the Philosophical 
Transactions. 
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THE REV. JOHN FLAMSTEED, F.R.S. 

Painted by Thomas Gibson. 

{Oval.) 
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BEKNABD LE BOVIEB D£ FONTENELLE, F.M.KS. 

Painted by H, Rigaud. 

Presented by Dr. Maty. 

Bom at Rouen, 11th February, 1657. 
Died at Paris, 9th January, 1757. 

FoNTENELLB, whosc real name was Bovier, was a nephew of 
Comeille. His reputation rests more on the extensive range 
of his learning than on his precise acquaintance with any one 
of the sciences. He was educated by the Jesuits at B/Ouen, and 
early displayed great facility for acquiring knowledge. 

On completing his education he reluctantly yielded to his 
father's request, and studied law ; but, this profession proving 
even more repulsive to him than he had supposed, he devoted 
himself to literature. His works at first attracted but little 
attention ; but his ' Dialogues des Morts ' and ' Entretiens sur 
la Plurality des Mondes ' at once established his reputation. 
He was an inquisitive mathematician, and his treatise on the 
' Geometry of Infinity ' forms a volume of the Memoirs of the 
Paris Academy of Sciences. 

In 1699 Fontenelle was elected Secretary to the Academic 
des Sciences, which oflSce he filled for forty-two years. He 
was chosen a Foreign Member of the Royal Society in 1732. 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, LL.D., T.R.S. 

Painter unknotpn. 
Presented by Caleb Whitefoord, Esq., F.R.S. 

Bom at Boston^ U.S., 17th January, 1706. 
Died at PhUadelphia, 17th April, 1790. 

Dr. Franklin, eminent as a self-taught philosopher and as 
a politician, was the fifteenth of seventeen children bom to his 
father, who was a tallow-chandler who had emigrated from 
England. 

After some years devoted to printing and publishing, he was 
chosen in 1747 representative of the General Assembly of the 
United States. In 1757 he was sent to England as agent for 
Pennsylvania, His philosophical attainments soon procured 
him the acquaintance of the eminent men of science in this 
coimtry. 

He was elected into the Boyal Society ; and the Universities 
of St. AndreVs, Edinburgh, and Oxford conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Laws upon him. He contributed several papers 
on electrical subjects to the Philosophical Transactions, for 
which he received the Copley Medal ; and he took great interest 
in the affidrs of the Boyal Society. 

In 1785 he returned finally to America, and was chosen 
President of the Supreme Council. 



29 



THOMAS GALE, DJ)., RS.8. 

Painted by John Riley. 

Bom at Scruton^ Yorkshire, 1636. 
Died at York, 1702. 

Dr. Gale was educated at Westminster, from whence he 
went to Trinity College, Cambridge, and became a Fellow of 
that body. In 1666 he was appointed Greek Professor, and 

in 1672 chosen Master of St. Paul's School. In 1677 he 
was elected a Fellow, and in 1681 Secretary of the Royal 
Society. In 1697 he was promoted to the deanery of York. 
Dr. Gale carried on an extensive correspondence with scientific 
foreigners and eminent scholars, and was a zealous promoter 
of the objects of the Royal Society. 
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GALILEO GALILEI. 

After Justus Sustennans, 

Purchased by the Royal Society. 

Bom at Pisa, 1564. Died at Florence, 1642. 

Galileo was intended for the medical profession ; but his love 
for mathematics was so strong that he was allowed to follow 
his inclination ; and so diligently did he study, that he was 
appointed Professor of Mathematics at Pisa at the age of 
twenty-four. 

His strong opposition to the prevailing system of astronomy 
and mechanics raised a host of enemies against him. To 
escape persecution he went to Padua, and afterwards to 
Florence, where he resided under the protection of Cosmo III., 
who appointed him his principal mathematician and philo- 
sopher. 

But bis continued adhesion to the Copemican doctrine, and 
his numerous physical discoveries and increased reputation, 
again drew upon him the hatred of the Jesuits, who declared 
that his writings were injurious to religion. Accordingly, 
when at Rome in 1615, he was summoned to appear before 
the Inquisition, and ordered not to teach the Copemican 
doctrine. His breach of this prohibition occasioned another 
proceeding, in 1633, when he was ordered to abjure the 
Copemican doctrine. He obeyed, though against his con- 
science, and, after undergoing a mild imprisonment, was 
allowed to return to Florence. The latter years of his life 
were full of affliction and sorrow. 
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FIESSE OASSENDI. 

Painter unknown. 
Premited by Dr. Paget, F Jft.8. 

Bom at Chantersier (Provence)^ 22nd January^ 1592. 
Died in Paris, 14th October, 1655. 

Oassendi was a remarkable instance of extraordinary in- 
tenec«»l p^,,. ripe^ to bigk e„in«.c in ^Z .ad 
literature. He was indebted for his early education to his 
parish priest, and profited so well by his instruction, that at 
the age of twenty-one he obtained, in a competitive examina- 
tion, the two chairs of Philosophy and Theology in the Uni- 
versity of Aix. Making choice of the latter, he held the Pro- 
fessorship until 1623, when he resigned it in order to devote 
himself more exclusively to philosophy^ From this period 
until his death he published a vast number of scientific works 
on various subjects, many of high astronomical and mathe- 
matical value. ' 

He combated the metaphysics of Descartes, was the first 
French disciple of Bacon, a Mend of Galileo and Kepler, and 
a precursor of Newton and Locke. 

In 1645 he was appointed Professor of Mathematics in the 
Royal College of Paris ; and it is stated that his death was 
occasioned by exhaustion arising from lecturing. 
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DAVIES GILBERT, F.B.S. 

Painted by Thomas Phillips, R,A, 
Presented by Davies Gfilbert, Esq. 



Bom at Tredrea, Cornwall, 6tli March, 1767. 
Died at Eastboum, 7th November, 1839. 

Mr. Gilbert's paternal name was Giddy, which he changed 
to Gilbert on marrying an heiress of that name. Having 
passed through the grammar-school at Penzance, he matri- 
culated at Oxford, and soon became so remarkable for his ex- 
tensive mathematical and physical knowledge, as to be called 
" the Cornish philosopher .'' 

In 1806 Mr. Gilbert was chosen member of Parliament for 
Bodmin, and represented that borough until 1832. He was 
emphatically the representative of scientific interests in the 
House of Commons, and greatly contributed to carry very 
many important public projects. 

In 1791 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
Treasurer in 1819, and President in 1827. He contributed 
several important papers to the Philosophical Transactions. 



T 
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EDWABD WHITTAEEB GRAT, H.I)., Sec. B.S. 

Painted by Sir Augtistiis Callcott, R.A, 

Presented by Sir Augostus Callcott, R.A. 

Born 21st March, 1748. 
Died 27th December, 1806. 

Dr. Gray was the eldest son of Samuel Gray of Pall Mall. 
He studied medicine under Dr. William Hunter, practised as 
a Physician at Oporto, and returned to England with a col- 
lection of the natural productions of Portugal. 

In 1778 he was appointed an Assistant Librarian in the 
British Museum, and had charge of the natural history collec- 
tions ; and in 1787 he was promoted to the offices of Keeper of 
these collections, and Secretary to the Museum. In 1797 he 
was elected Senior Secretary of the Royal Society, and re- 
tained the above offices until his death. Dr. Gray commu- 
nicated papers to the Philosophical Transactions on electrical 
and physiological subjects. 



JOHN EDWASD GRAT, FI1.D., F.S.S. 

Painted by Mrs. Carpenter. 

Presented hy the Botanical Society. 

Bom at Walsall, 12th February, 1800. 

Dr. Gray is a great-nephew of the above, and fills the im- 
portant office of Keeper of the Zoological Collections at the 
British Museum. 
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THEODOSE WAAK, F.B.& 

Painted by J. Bichardson. 

Bom at Neohansen^ 1605. 
Died in London^ 1690. 

After an early education in his native cotintiy^ Haak came 
to England and entered the University of Oxford. He was 
ordained Deacon by Dr. Hall^ Bishop of Exeter^ and^ during 
the war in G^rmany^ was selected to distribute the charitable 
funds raised in England for the Germans. 

Refusing offers of public advancement^ he devoted the 
remainder of his life to theological and philosophical studies. 
According to Dr. Wallis^ Haak was one of the originators of 
the Royal Society. His name appears in the first list of 
Fellows. 
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EDMUND HALLET, LLD., F.B.S. 

Painted by Michael Dahl. 

Bom at Haggerston^ 29th October, 1656. 
Died at Greenwich, 14th January, 1741-2. 

Hallet received his education at St. Paulas school, and 
Queen's College, Oxford. He early manifested a strong love 
for astronomical science, which he cultivated with great zeal 
and success. In 1676 he went to St. Helena, and remained 
there two years, making astronomical observations, collecting 
materials for his very remarkable and original chart of the 
magnetic variation. In 1687 he was elected Clerk to the 
Boyal Society, filled that office for thirteen years, and in 1713 
became their honorary Secretary. His assiduity as a philoso- 
pher ia abundantly testified by his contributions to the Philo- 
sophical Transactions. They comprise no less than 81 papers, 
on subjects connected with optics, mechanics, mathematics, 
astronomy and magnetism, the law of mortality, questions 
of history, &c. He is perhaps, of all the cultivators of science, 
the one who possessed the widest range of knowledge, and the 
most varied field of power. During his connexion with the 
Royal Society he prevailed upon Newton to allow the * Prin- 
cipia ' to be published, and paid the expense of the work 
In 1703 Halley was appointed Savilian Professor of Geometry 
at Oxford, and in 1719 succeeded Flamsteed as Astronomer 
Royal. . His scientific voyages as '^ Captain Halley, R.N.," 
in command of a King's Ship, are well known. 



EDMUND HALLEY, LL.D., Sec. B.S. 

Painted by T. Murray, 
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WILLIAM HABVET, M.D. 

Painted by De Reyn. 

Prcaonted by Dr. nappLetorfl 

Bom at Folkstone^ 1st Aprils 1578. 
Died 8rd June, 1657. 

Dr. Harvey was educated at the grammar school of Can- 
terbury, and Caius College, Cambridge. Having devoted him- 
self during six years principally to logic and natural philo- 
sophy, he went to Fadua, was admitted Doctor of Medicine 
there, and returned to England in 1582. In 1587 he was 
elected Fellow of the College of Physicians, and was appointed 
in 1615 to deliver the Lumleian Lectures, when he is supposed 
to have first promulgated his great discovery of the circulation 
of the blood. In 1623 he was made Physician Extraordinary 
to James I., and afterwards Physician to Charles I. In 
1654 he was elected President of the College of Physicians, 
but declined accepting the office, on account of his ad- 
vanced age. 
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THOMAS HOBBES. 

Painted by William Dobson. 

Presented by Dr. Paget, F.R.8. 

Born at Malmesbury^ 5th April, 1588. 
Died at Chatsworth, 4tli December, 1679. 

HoBBEs was educated at Magdalen Hall, Oxford, and became 
private tutor to Lord Hardwicke (afterwards Duke of Devon- 
shire). In 1610 he went abroad with his pupil. On his re- 
turn to England he made the acquaintance of various eminent 
men, including Bacon. In 1647 Hobbes was appointed ma- 
thematical tutor to the Prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II., 
who settled a pension of £100 a year upon him after his re- 
storation. 

Hobbes's various writings brought him frequently into 
trouble ; but he always foimd a friend in the Duke of Devon- 
shire, who patronized him even when the King forbade lum 
his presence. 

Hobbes was the predecessor of Locke in his philosophy. 
He was eminently Skfree thinker on all subjects, theology in- 
cluded. Hence he was at strife with the philosophers, the 
geometers, and the clergy. Though a member of the Church 
of England, and a writer on controversial divinity, he was 
called an atheist : and the name has descended to our own day, 
many persons still erroneously believing that Hobbes was 
literally entitled to that name. 
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THOIEAS HOBBES. 



jifter Dobson. 
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JAHES HOLMAN, E.N., F.E.S. 

Painted by Chinnery, 

Bequeathed by Sir. Holxnan. 

Bom at Exeter, 15th October, 1786. 
Died in London, 28th July, 1857. 

Lieutenant Holman, universally known as the ^' Blind Tra- 
yeller/' entered the Navy in 1798, and served until 1811 on 
the Home and North American stations. Iti this year he was 
invalided, in consequence of severe rheumatism induced by hard 
service, and shortly after was attacked with ophthalmia, which 
deprived him of his sight. From 1812 to 1819 he studied at 
thd University of Edinbui^h, and then commenced thoike 
remarkable journeys in the course of which he visited almost 
every place of note in the world. In one of these expeditions 
he penetrated 2000 miles into Siberia, when he was arrested 
by the Bnsdan government on the ground that he was a vpj 
and that his blindness was feigned. 

In his intervab of repose he published accounts of his travels, 
written principally at Windsor, wh^e he resided as a Naval 
Knight* 

He became a Fellow of the Royal Society in 1827. 
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SIB EVEBASD HOME, Baxt., V.P.B.S. 

Painted by Thomas Phillips, R.A. 

FreMHted by Sir Everard Home, Baxt. 

Bom at Hull, 6th May, 1756. 
Died at Chelsea, August 1882. 

SiE E. Home was the youngest son of Robert Home, a navy 
surgeon. He was educated at Westminster; but though elected 
to a scholarship at Trinity College, Cambridge, he did not 
proceed to that University, preferring to study surgery and 
anatomy under the celebrated John Hunter, who married his 
eldest sister. 

On completing his studies, he went to the West Indies in 
1780 on the medical staff, returned to England in 1784, and 
assisted Mr. Hunter in the arrangement and completion of his 
museum until the decease of that great anatomist. 

Mr. Home was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society in 
1785. In 1808 he was made Sergeant-Surgeon to the king, 
and in 1812 was created a Baronet. 

In 1821 he was appointed sui^eon to Chelsea Hospital ; and 
the following year the Fellows of the College of Surgeons 
elected him their President. 

Sir Everard Home contributed 107 papers to the Philoso- 
phical Transactions, — a number exceeding that of any other 
ecmlributor. For those relating to anatomy and physiology, 
he received the Copley Medal. He was the author of different 
works on Surgery, and of the ' Memoirs of John Hunter,* 
who had bequeathed him all his papers. 
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THOMAS HOWABD, Earl of AnmdeL 

Painted by T, Murray. 
Presented by Sir Isaac Newton. 



Born in 1586. 
Died at Padua^ 4th October, 1646. 

The Earl oir A&undel is chiefly known by the sculptured 
marbles and the manuscripts bearing his name. The former 
were collected by Evelyn and Sir W. Petty in Rome and 
Greece ; and the manuscripts formed a portion of a valuable 
library purchased by the Earl in Germany, when he was am- 
bassador at Vienna. 

Lord Arundel built a stately house to receive his collections, 
on the site of Arundel and Norfolk Streets. After the great 
fire of London, when the Royal Society were no longer able to 
meet in Gresham College, Lord ArundeVs grandson, Henry 
Howard, afterwards Duke of Norfolk, o£fered the Society 
rooms in Arundel House. The offer was accepted ; and the 
Society met there from 1667 to 1674. In the former year 
Henry Howard presented the Arundel Library to the Royal 
Society. With the exception of the manuscripts, which were 
transferred to the British Museum in 1830, the books still 
remain in the Society^s possession^. 

Lord Arundel filled high state offices previous to the Civil 
Wars. In 1641 he was appointed by the king to escort the 
Queen^s mother, Mary de Medicis, to France. Returning in 
164^2, he was deputed to attend Henrietta Maria to Holland, 
from whence he travelled over the Continent, and finally 
settled at Padua. 

* This Library foimed originally a portion of the collection of Matthias 
Corvinus, King of Hungary ; and after his death it came into the possession 
of the celebrated Bilibaldus Pirckeimerus of Nuremberg, who died in 1530. 
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JOHN HUNTEB, F.E.a 

Painted by Edward Home. 

Bom at Long Calderwood^ near Glasgow^ 14th July^ 1728. 

Died in London^ October 1793. 

Mr. Hunter^ whose father was a small farmer^ was the 
youngest of ten children. At seventeen he went to work with 
his brother-in-law^ who was a cabinet-maker at Glasgow, and 
remained with him three years. He then joined his brother 
WUUam Hunter in London, and assisted him in dissecting. 
In 1749 he became the pupil of Cheselden. His anatomical 
studies were continued until 1760, when he received the 
appointment of stafP-surgeon and did duty abroad. In 1763 
he returned to London and commenced practice, but soon 
neglected it to follow the scientific part of his profession. 
His anatomical researches and laborious investigation of every 
branch of natural history, during which he amassed the cele- 
brated museum bearing his name, entitle him to be considered 
as one of the most eminent comparative anatomists that ever 
lived. In 1767 he was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society, 
and in 1787 received the Copley Medal for the various papers 
on comparative anatomy communicated to the Society. 

The dog represented in the Portrait was one of a celebrated 
breed, between an Irish wolf dog and an English mastiff, and 
is mentioned in a paper by Mri Hunter in the 77th volume 
of the Philosophical Transactions. 
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JOHN HUXHAM, M.D., F.S.S. 

Pamted by 71 Bennel. 

Presented by J. C. Hnxham, F.B.8. 

Bom at Halbertoii^ Devonslure. 
Died 17th August, 1768. 

Dr. Huxham studied medicine under Boerbaave at Leyden, 
and on taking his Doctor^s degree returned to England and 
settled at Plymouth, where he enjoyed a large practice for 
thirty years. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society in 1739, and 
contributed numerous papers to the Philosophical Transactions 
on medical subjects and matters appertaining to Natural 
Philosophy. He also published several medical works ; and 
his well-known tincture of bark, which with port he considered 
to be a uniyersal remedy for all diseases, long held a place in 
the Pharmacopoeia. 
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JOHH LOCSZ, F.R.& 

After Sir Godfrey KneUer. 

PMMntad by John Belehiir, Bsq. 

Born at Wrington^ near Bristol^ 29th August^ 1682. 
Died at Oates, Essex, 28th October, 1704. 

Locke was educated at Westminster and Christchuich. In 
1664 he accompanied Sir W. Swan to Berlin as his secretary 
on a diplomatic mission. On his retmm to England he formed 
the acquaintance of Lord Ashley, afterwards Earl of Shaftes- 
bury. This nobleman, estimating his high attainments and 
great mental powers (manifested by his various works, and 
particularly by his celebrated * Essay on the Human Under- 
standing'), promoted his interest, and was influential in pro- 
curing iot him the several appointments of Secretary to the 
Board of Trade, Commissioner of Appeals, and Commissioner 
of Trade and Plantations. Locke was elected a Fellow of the 
Boyal Society in 1668. While Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, he assisted Newton in the administrative details of the 
Mint, in connexion with recoining the current money of the 
kingdom. 

Of his system of philosophy there is no need to speak. 
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THE EABL OF MACCLESFIELD, P.R.S. 

Painted by T. Hudson, 
r rw M i nted by the Barl of lI&celMfield. 

Bom 1697. 
Died 17th March, 1764. 

Lord MACCLSdviBLD was the only son ofThomas Parker, Lord 
Chancellor and first Earl Macclesfield. His education was 
entrusted to William Jones, V.P.B.S. ; and he studied ma- 
thematics under the celebrated De Moivre. In 1722 he was 
elected a Fellow, and in 1752 President of the Royal Society, 
which office he held for twelve years. Lord Macclesfield 
contributed mathematical and astronomical papers to the 
Philosophical Transactions, and was one of the originators 
and the introducer of the Bill for the reformation of the 
Calendar. The papers of William Jones came into his hands, 
and formed the nucleus of the valuable collection of scientific 
letters and other MSS. which is stiU preserved at Shirbume 
Castle. 
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JOHH M'CULLOCH, H.D. RS.S. 

Painted by B, R. Faulkner. 

Bequeathed by ICrs. M'CuUoch. 

Born at Guernsey, 6th October, 1773. 
Died 2l8t August, 1835v 

Dr. M^CuliJoch was educated at the grammar school of 
Lostwithiely Cornwall, from whence he went to Edinburgh, 
where he studied medicine. He received his diploma at the 
early age of 18 years, and entered the artillery as assistant- 
surgeon. In 1803 he was appointed <;hemi8t to the Board of 
Ordnance, and was subsequently employed by Qovemment 
to make various geological and mineralogical surveys in Scot- 
land, which occupied him during every summer from 1826 to 
1882. The results appear in two volumes entitled 'A De- 
scription of the Western Islands of Scotland,^ published in 
1819. 

In 1820 Dr. M'Culloch was appointed Physician to Prince 
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg ; and he filled the situation of lecturer 
on chemistry and geology at the East India Company's 
College at Addiscombe for some years prior to his death. 
This arose from a carriage-accident a few months subsequent 
to his marriage. 
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KiBCELLUS KALHOHI, F.M.BJ3. 

Painted by A. M, Tobar. 

9 

Presented by MaxceUus DCalpighi. 

Bom near Bologna^ 1628. 
Died at Rome, 1694. 

After going through his philosophical and medical studies in 
the University of Bologna, Malpighi took his d^ee in 1658, 
and in 1666 was appointed Frofiessor of Medicine in that 
University ; bat soon after accepted the Chair at Pisa from the 
Grand Duke Ferdinand IL, who, with his brother Leopcdd, 
instituted the celebrated Accademia del Cimento, of which 
Malpighi was one of the first members. Constrained by the 
state of his health, he returned to Bologna in 1660, and after 
an interval, during which he was Fro&86or at Messina, resumed 
his place at Bologna in 1666. There he resided till 1601, when 
he was summoned to Borne ajad aj^inted Chief Fhysidan and 
Chamberlain to Innocent XII. Malpighi was one of the first 
to apply the microscope to the investigation of the intimate 
structure and idtal processes of ^Lants and animals ; aad his 
researches conlaibuted greatly to adranee the existing state of 
knowledge eoneeming organiwd bangs. He was the diseorerer 
of the capillary vessds^ and observed the passage of ihe Uood 
through them in living animals. His labours were for the most 
part made known to the world through the Royal Society, of 
which he was elected a Foreign Member in March 1668-9, and 
continued afterwards a constant correspondent. His collected 
works were dedicated to the Boyal Society, and published in 
London under their auspices. The original MS S . and drawings 
are preserved in the Society^s Library. 
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GIDEON ALGEBNON ICANTELL, LLD., RE.& 

Painted by /. J, Maaquerier. 

Freaented by Walter MantelT, Bsq. 

Bom at Lewes, 3rd February, 1790. 
Died in London, 10th November^ 1852. 

Dr Mantell^s fath^ waa a shoemaker enjoying a large busi- 
ness. Having passed through a school inWiltshire, he was ar- 
ticled to Mr. Moon, a surgeon and apothecary at Lewes, and 
became his partner. The early disposition that he evinced when 
at school for natural-history studies now ripened into a zea^ 
loos love for geology and the investigation of organic remaiiis. 
For nine years he devoted all his leisure time to researches 
into the chalk formation, during which time be laid the 
fbimdation of his valuable geological collection, sold in 18S8 
to the British Museum for iE5000. Li 1825 be oonummi- 
cated the first of a long series of papers to the Philosophical 
Transactions. In the same year he was elected a FdObw of 
the Royal Society, and in 184s9 received a Boyal Medal. 
In 1835 Dr. ManteU removed to Brightoa, where his reputa- 
tion as a working geologist, discoverer, and collector increased, 
— ^his professional prospects meanwhye suffering from his de- 
votion to sci^ice and archseology. In 1839 he removed to 
London, and continued throughout the remainder of his life 
to devote himself to his favourite science, with wonderftd zeal 
and energy, the more remarkable because acute bodily pain 
afflicted many years of his life. 
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NEVIL MASEELTNE, D.D., F.B.S. 

Painted by Vanderburgh, 

Presented by Mrs. BCervin Storey. 

Born in London^ 6th October, 1782. 
Died at Greenwich, 9th February, 1811. 

Dr. Maskeltnb was educated at Westminster and Trinity 
College, Cambridge. In 1755 he took orders. ,Hayingbeen 
led to study astronomy by becoming acquainted with Bradley, 
he went to St. Helena in 1761 to observe the transit of Venus. 
In 1764 he made a voyage to try Harrison's chronometers, 
which led to the formation of the Nautical Almanac. In 
1765 he succeeded BUss as Astronomer Boyal; and, with the 
exception of proceeding to Scotland in 1772 to observe the 
effect of the mountain Schehallien on the plumb-line, in pro- 
secuting experiments to ascertain the density of the earth, 
the remainder of his life was entirely devoted to astronomy in 
connexion with his official appointment. 

Dr. Maskelyne was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society 
in 1758. He contributed various papers to the Transactions, 
and received the Copley Medal for that " On the Attraction of 
Mountains.^' He was eminently useful in the introduction of 
the lunar method of finding the longitude, and in the esta- 
blishment of the Nautical Almanac. 
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ABBAHAM DE MOIVSE, RS.S. 

Painted by Joseph Highmore, 

Presented by Edward Wortley Montague, Esq. 

Born at Vitry, 26th May, 1667. 
Died in London, 27tli November, 1754. 

De Moivbe, descended from an ancient and high French pro- 
testant £gtmily, took refuge in England on the revocation 
of the edict of Nantes. He gained a subsistence by teaching 
mathematics and giving lectures on natural philosophy, and 
by answering questions relating to annuities and life contin- 
gencies. His great mathematical powers led to his acquaint- 
ance with Newton and the principal mathematicians of that 
period ; and Newton, when old, was accustomed to send those 
who asked him questions about the Principia to De Moivre. 
He was elected into the Boyal Society in 1697, contributed 
numerous papers of high mathematical importance to the 
Philosophical Tr^sactions, and was a member of the Com- 
mittee chosen to decide on the rival claims of Newton and 
Leibnitz with respect to the invention of fluxions, De Moivre's 
most celebrated work, ' The Doctrine of Chances,' is dedicated 
to Newton : the analysis used in this work is of wonderful 
power. In the Miscellanea Analytica is given the celebrated 
theorem which still bears De Moivre's name, and is the 
foundation of the connexion between algebra and trigono- 
metry. 

De Moivre's teaching is connected with the change of 
style in 1752 in the following way. Lords Macclesfield and 
Chesterfield, who brought forward the bill, and Daval, the 
lawyer who drew the bill, were De Moivre's pupils. 

Joseph Highmore, the painter of this picture, was a keen 
geometer. 
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HENBT MOBE, D.D., RR.S. 

Painted by Sir Peter Lely. 

Presented by Dr. Paget. 

Bom at Grantham^ 1614. 
Died 1687. 

Morels youthfiil predilection for philosophical studies is evi- 
denced by his writing to a friend, from Cambridge, " I am 
immersed over head and ears in the study of philosophy, pro- 
mising myself most wonderful happiness in it" The results 
justified the anticipation. He became a most learned divine^ 
and, although ofiered high church preferment, refused advance- 
ment in order that he might devote himself entirely to theo- 
logical philosophy. He had been elected a FeUow of Christ's 
College, Cambridge, and resided there in unobtrusive retire- 
ment, declining even the Mastership of his College ofiered him 
in 1654. His name appears in the first list of Fellows of the 
Royal Society, and he contributed papers to the Philosophical 
Transactions. Dr. Morels writings, though tinged with the 
spirit of mysticism, are distinguished by profound erudition. 
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SIE ISAAC NEWTON, P.E.S. 

Painted by Charles Jervas. 

Presented by Sir lisaac Newton. 

Born at Woolsthorpe, near Grantham, Lincolnshire, 

25th December, 1642. 
Died in London, 20th March, 1727. 

Newton was the only child of Isaac Newton, who married 
Miss AyscoTigh. He was sent at the age of twelve to the public 
school at Grantham, from whence he went to Trinity College, 
Cambridge. According to the College books, he was sub-sizar 
in 1661, scholar in 1664, Bachelor of Arts in 1665, Junior 
Fellow in 1667> Master of Arts and Senior Fellow in 1668, 
and Lucasian Professor of Mathematics in 1669. In 1671 he 
was elected a Fellow of the Eoyal Society. In 1686 the MS. 
of the Principia was presented to the Society; and in 1687 this 
immortal work was published. In 1688 he was returned to 
Parliament as one of the representatives of his University. In 
1695 he was appointed Warden, and in 1699 Master of the 
Mint. ' 

In 1703 he was chosen President of the Eoyal Society, an 
office to which he was annually re-elected during the remaining 
twenty-five years of his life. On the 16th April, 1705, he was 
knighted at Cambridge by Queen Anne, who always treated 
him with marked esteem. He was extremely solicitous to 
advance the interests of the Boyal Society, and died shortly 
after presiding at one of the Meetings. Several relics of 
Newton, including his first Reflecting Telescope, are in the 
Royal Sodety'B possession. 
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SIB ISAAC NEWTON, P.B.S. 

Painted by Vanderbank. 
Praaanted by Martin Ffblkea, F.R1I. 
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SIB ISAAC NEWTON, P.B.S. 

Painted by Vanderbank, 

FrMented by Charles Vignoles, Esq., F.RJ3. 

Mr. Vionoles states that this Portrait was painted the year 
before Newton died, and came into the family of the cele- 
brated Lord Stanhope, who bequeathed it to the donor's 
grandfistther, the late Dr. Charles Hutton, a distinguished 
member of the Boyal Society, expressly on the well-authenti- 
cated account of that eminent mathematician having been 
remotely connected with Sir Isaac Newton, in the following 
way, as appears by a family manuscript : viz. that the mother 
of the well-known James Hutton and the mother of Dr. 
Charles Hutton were sisters, and the grandmother of James 
Hutton and the mother of Sir Isaac Newton were also sisters. 
Mr. Yignoles adds that the Portrait had been many years 
in his possession pijor to 1841, when he presented it to the 
Society, and that it is weU known to collectors. A mezzo- 
tint engraving of it has been published. 
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SIK ISAAC NEWTON, P.RJ3. 

Drawn by D. L. Marchand, ad viv. {Indian Ink). 
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HENBT OLDENBURG, F.B.S. 

Painted by John Van Cleef. 
Purchased by the KoytJ. Society. 

Bom at Bremen^ 1626. 
Died at Charlton, Kent, 1677. 

Oldenburg descended from the Counts of Oldenburg in 
Westphalia, &om whom he derived his name. He came to 
England as Consul for Bremen, and on losing that appoint- 
ment undertook the education of Lord O^Brien. In 1656 he 
entered as student in the University of Oxford, and while 
there made the acquaintance of those philosophers who ori- 
ginated the Boyal Society. On the incorporation of this In- 
stitution, Oldenburg was appointed Secretary. He performed 
the duties of his office with extraordinary zeal, carried on 
an extensive correspondence with learned foreigners, and 
published the Philosophical Transactions from 1664 to 1677, 
contributing largely to them himself. His constant epistolary 
communication with foreign savants, sometimes carried on 
under the anagrammatic name of Grubendol, led to his being 
suspected of treasonable practices, and to his imprisonment 
in the Tower. He was, however, quickly liberated. His 
correspondence, so far as preserved, has been of the greatest 
importance in all questions relating to the scientific history 
of the time. 

Towards the close of his life he was much distressed by a 
controversy with Hooke respecting the mechanism of watches, 
which was terminated by the Council deciding in his favour. 
His Portrait represents him holding a watch in his hand, 
probably in allusion to this controversy. 
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THOMAS FAOET, D.D. 

Painted by Mary Beale. 

Dr. Paget does not appear to have been a Fellow of the Royal 
Society. This is the more remarkable as in 1717 he be- 
queathed to the Society two houses in Coleman-street^ since 
sold to improve the new London Bridge approaches^ the pro- 
ceeds of which were invested in the ftinds and produce a con- 
siderable annual income. 



WILLIAM FABSONS, EABL OF fiOSSE, K,F., FJLS. 

Painted by Catterson Smith. 

Presented by the Earl of Rosse. 

Bom at York, 17th June, 1800. 

Lord Bosse was educated at Oxford, where he took a first- 
class degree in Mathematics. His high scientific attainments, 
the construction of his magnificent 60-foot reflecting telescope, 
and his large astronomical establishment at Parsonstown have 
gained him world-wide reputation. 

Lord Eosse became a Fellow of the Boyal Society in 1881, 
and succeeded the Marquis of Northampton as President in 
1849. His Lordship has contributed papers to the Philoso- 
phical Transactions, and received a Boyal Medal for those on 
the Nebulae. 
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SAMUEL PEFTS, F.R.S. 

Painted by Sir Godfrey KneUer. 

Presented by Samuel Pep3ni. 

Bom 28rd February, 1681-2. 
Died 26tli May, 1703. 

Samuel Pepys honestly acknowledges that his family '^had 
never been very considerable.^' His father, who was a tailor, 
obtained an admission for his son into St. Paul's school, from 
whence he went to Magdalen College, Cambridge, where he was 
entered as sizar. There is no evidence how long he remained 
ait the University, nor what were his academical pursuits. 
His marriage with Elizabeth St. Michel, a lady of good family, 
led to his acquaintance with Sir Edward Montagu, afterwards 
Earl of Sandwich, to whom Pepys was indebted for his subse- 
quent advancement. In 1660 he was appointed Clerk of the 
Acts of the Navy, and in 1680 Secretary to the Admiralty. 
He filled this office during the remainder of Charles II.'s reign 
and the whole of that of his successor. 

On the accession of William and Mary, Pepys lost his 
official employments. He retired consequently into private 
life, and devoted the rest of his days to science and literature, 
leaving behind him, among other writings, his celebrated 
' Diary,' which has passed through many editions. 

Pepys was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society in 1663, 
and President in 1684. 
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SIB JOHN PKmGLE, Baxt., P.B.S. 

Painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, P.R,A. 

Preflented by Sir John Piliigle. 

Bom in BoxbiiTghshire^ 10th April, 1707. 
Died in London, 18th January, 1782. 

Sir John Pbingle was the youngest son of Sir John Pringle 
of Stichel, Bart. After receiving a grammatical education, he 
went to St. Andrew's, and on leaving that University, studied 
medicine at Edinburgh and Leyden. On his return to Edin- 
burgh he was chosen Professor of Moral Philosophy. In 1742 
he was appointed Physician to the Military Hospital in 
Flanders, and was principally on the Continent till the peace 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, when he returned to England and entered 
into practice. His well-known work "On the Diseases of 
the Army'' has powerfully contributed to the promotion of 
military hygiene. In 1749 he was appointed Physician to the 
Duke of Cumberland, in 1763 Physician Extraordinary to the 
Queen, and the following year Physician in ordinary. In 
1766, George III. created him a Baronet; and in 1774 he was 
appointed Physician Extraordinary to the King. Shortly after 
his election into the Boyal Society (1745), Sir John Pringle 
served on the Council ; and in consequence of his high scien- 
tific attainments, for which he received the Copley Medal, he 
was elected President in 1772, and remained in office six 
years. During his presidency occurred the celebrated dispute, 
which eventually assumed a political character, on the merits 
of pointed and knobbed conductors of electricity. 
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JESSE BAMSDEN, F.S.S. 

Painted by Edward Home, 
t^ w o n te d by Sir ESveiraxd Home, Bart., Capt. BJNT., F.&.8. 

Bom at Salterhebble^ near Halifax^ 1735. 
Died at Brighton^ 5 th November^ 1800. 

Rajmbden was the Bon of an innkeeper. After passing through 
the grammar school at Halifax he was apprenticed to a cloth- 
worker in that town. He next became clerk in a London 
doth warehouse^ which he gave up in 1758 and bound himself 
for four years to a philosophical-instrument maker. On the 
completion of his term he commenced business^ and soon 
gained great reputation for the extreme accuracy and beauty 
of his work. He invented and improved various instruments^ 
and constructed the great theodolite employed by General 
Roy in the trigonometrical survey of England. In 1786 
Bamsden was elected a Fellow of the Boyal Society, and 
received the Copley Medal for his "inventions and im- 
provements of philosophical instruments.^' He married Mr, 
DoUond^s daughter, and received with her a share of Mr. 
Dollond's patent right in achromatic telescopes. 

In a letter from Sir E. Home presenting this Portrait to the 
Society, he says : " Mr. Ramsden has his dividing instrument 
before him. In the background is the great circle now in the 
Palermo observatory. The fur upon the coat was put in con- 
sequence of Mr. Ramsden's having then lately executed an 
order for the Emperor of Russia, — at which he was much 
offended, declaring that he had never worn such a thing in his 
life. The picture is engraved ; and no other likeness exists of 
him.^' 
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HEINEICH CHBISTIAN SCHUMACHEB^ F.M.B.S. 

Painted by H. Wolf. 

Presented by H. Wolf. 

Bom at Holstein^ 1790. 
Died at Altona, 28th December, 1850. 

Hbinbicie Christian S'chumachbk was educated at the Gym- 
nasimn at Altona, presided over by Jacob Struve, fiither of 
the zealoas Polkowa astronomer, and at Gottingen under the 
celebrated Gauss. In 1807 he took his doctor's degree, in 
1808 was aippointed Profeasoir of Astronomy at Copenhagen, 
and in 1818 Director of the observatory in that city. While 
htdding this appointment, he visited various astronomical ob- 
servatories in Europe, and commenced measuring the Danish 
arc of the meridian, from Lauenburg in Holstein, northwards. 
As this service caused him to be frequently absent from 
Copenhagen, he was permitted to establish himself at Altona, 
where he erected an observatory and museum of astronomical 
and geodesical instruments. Here he lived throughout the 
remainder of his life, and, besides performing the multi- 
farious duties of his observatory, established and conducted 
for tVenty-seven years the 'Astronomische Nachrichten,' a 
most valuable and cosmopolitan bond of intellectual union 
among astronomers. 

Schumacher was elected a Foreign Member of the Royal 
Society in 1831, and was attached to most of the scientific 
societies in the world. In his hands the observatory of Altona 
became the channel of astronomical communication between 
all parts of the world. 
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SIB HANS SLOANE, Bart., P.B.S. 

Pm$ted by Sir Oodfrey KneUer. 
rmnent ad by Vkr Hasw Sloaae. 

Bom at Kilteleagh, Wth April, 1660. 
Died 11th January, 1753. 

SiE Hans Sloane studied medicine in London and France. 
On his retum to Ixmdon in 1684 he was elected a Fellow of 
the Boyal Society, and was a candidate for the office of 
Assistant Secretary, but without success, as he was obliged 
to give way to the superior interest of Halley. In 1687 he 
was chos^i a Fellow of the Cdl^e of Physicians, and shortly 
after accompanied the Duke of Albemarle to Jamaica, where 
he remained for fifteen months. Here he commenced collect- 
ing the specimenB of natural history which formed the nudeus 
of his valuable museum, subsequently purchased by Govern- 
ment. On his return to London he applied himself sedulously 
to his profession, and became so eminent, that George I. 
created him a baronet, a hereditary title of honour to which 
no English physician had before attained. In 1716 he was 
appointed Physician General to the Army, and on the acces- 
sion of George II. was named Physician in ordinary to his 
Majesty. In 1719 he was elected President of the College of 
Physicians, and in 1727 succeeded Newton as President of the 
Boyal Society, of which he had previously been Secretary. 

There are twenty-four papers by Sir Hans Sloane in the 
Philosophical Transactions. 
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JOHN SMEATON, F.S.S. 

Painted by Mather Brown, 

PrefMnted by Aleaander Aubert, Esq., F.B.S. 

Bom at Aosthorpe^ near Leeds^ 28th May, 1724. 
Died at Austhorpe, 28th October, 1792. 

Smeaton'b father was an attorney. He brought up his son 
for the legal profession, but, finding that he was extremely 
averse to the law, young Smeaton was wisely permitted to follow 
the impulse of his genius, which prompted him to engage in 
mechanical pursuits. He entered business as a mathematical- 
instrument maker, and embarked on a series of experiments 
in mechanics and hydraulics, which led to very valuable results. 
In 1754 Smeaton visited the Low Countries, where he 
acquired considerable engineering knowledge. In 1756 he 
commenced the Eddystone Lighthouse, {he successful com- 
pletion of which established his reputation as an engineer 
of the highest eminence. Mr. Smeaton contributed several 
papers to the Philosophical Transactions. He was elected a 
Fellow in 1753, and received the Copley Medal in 1759 for 
his important mechanical inventions and improvements. 



JOHN SMEATON, F.S.S. 

Painted by J. Bichardaon. 

Presented by Alexander Aubert, Esq., F.B.S. 
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LORD CHANCELLOR SOMEBS, P.B.S. 

Painted by Sir Godfrey Kneller. 
P we n t o d by Sir Joseph J«k]^ 

Bom at Worcester, 1652. 
Died 26th April, 1716. 

Lord Somers matriculated, when only sixteen years of age, 
at Trinity College, Oxford. On leaving the University he 
became a law clerk in his father^s office, and in 1669 entered 
as a student in the Middle Temple. He was called to the 
bar in 1676, and rose rapidly in his profession. In 1692 he 
was made Attorney General; in the following year. Lord 
Keeper of the Great Seal ; and in 1697, Lord Chancellor, with 
the title of Baron Somers of Evesham. 

To this date Lord Somers had enjoyed great worldly pros- 
perity ; but in 1700 the king yielded to popular clamour, and 
deprived him of the Great Seal. He was even impeached by 
the House of Commons for alleged political misdemeanours, 
but was honourably acquitted. 

During this period Lord Somers's connection with the Royal 
Society and the duties of President, to which office he had 
been elected in 1698, were peculiarly congenial to him ; and 
during the whole term of his Presidency (five years) he devoted 
great attention to the Society's affairs, and did all in his power 
to extend its reputation. In 1706 Lord Somers drew up a 
plan for effecting a union between England and Scotland^ 
and Queen Anne nominated him one of the Commissioners 
to carry it into execution. In 1708 he was appointed Lord 
President of the Council, and would have again received the 
Great Seal but for the state of his declining health. 
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SIB BOBEBT SOUTHWELL, P.B.S. 

Painted by Sir Godfrey KneUer. 

* 

Presented by Sir Robert Soathwell. 

Bom at Kinsale^ 1635. 
Died at King's Weston, 1702. 

Sib Bobebt Southwell was educated at Queen's College, 
Oxford,, and subsequently studied for the law. In 1664 he 
was appointed one of the clerks of the Privy Council, and in 
1665 received the honour of knighthood. He was. employed 
on several diplomatic missions, and in 1672 appointed Envoy 
Extraordinary to the Court of Portugal. On his return to 
England he retired from public life; but the accession of 
William the Third brought him i^ain into the world. His 
Majjesty appointed him Principal Secretary of State for 
Ireland; and he accompanied the King to that country. 

In 1690 he was chosen President of the Boyal Society, and 
filled the office for five years. He contributed papers to the 
Philosophical Transactions, principally on physiological and 
chemical subjects, and appears to have been more attached to 
literature than to politics ; for, in a letter dated from King's 
Weston, he says : ^^ I am not in office, nor dare desire it, but 
am resolved to pass my life between Virgil's Oeorgics and 
Mr. Evelyn ^ On Trees.' " Evelyn calls him " a sober, wise, 
and virtuous gentleman." 
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SIB HENBT SPELMAN. 

Painted by D. Mytem. 



Boni at Congham, Norfolk, 1561. 
Died in London, 1641. 

Sir Henbt Spelman was educated for the law; but although 
he entered as student at Lincoln's Inn on leaving Trinity 
College, Cambridge, he abandoned the legal profession and 
devoted himself exclusively to archaeological pursuits. He 
was an indefatigable inquirer into the history and antiquities 
of his own county, and, among other writings, left a volu- 
minous work relating to these subjects, entitled 'Beliquise 
Spelmanianse/ which was printed in 1698. His ' Olossarium 
Archaiologicum,' a glossary of terms which occur in records 
and ancient historical writings, is a very valuable work; and 
among the numerous MSS. found at his death was one entitled 
' Archaismus G-raphicus,' being a collection of the contrasts 
which he had observed in various old writings. 

He was buried, by the express direction of Charles I., in 
Westminster Abbey. 
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JOHN CflBISTOFHEB STURM. 

Painted by Heyman DuUaert. 
Pr o ii ontod by Theodore Haak, Esq. 

Bom at Hippolstein^ 3rd November^ 1635. 
. Died at Altdorf, 26th December, 1703. 

Sturm was educated at Nuremberg, Jena^ and Leyden. 
Having qualified himself for the Church, he was appointed 
to the ministry, and performed parochial duty from 1661 to 
1669, when he was chosen Professor of mathematics in the 
University of Altdorf. Sturm held this office thirty-four 
years, during which time he was greatly instrumental in 
diffusing a knowledge of the physical sciences throughout 
Oermany. His best-known works are the ' Collegium CuriO' 
sum' and the 'Mathesis Enucleata'; the first contains the 
earliest description of the differential thermometer, revived 
by Leslie. His son, Leonard Christopher, had some repu- 
tation as an architect and engineer. There are several other 
celebrated G-ermans of the name. 
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THE DTJEE OF SUSSEX, P.S.S. 

Painted by Thomas Phillips. 

Fzesented by the Duke of Stunez. 

Bom 27th January^ 1778. 
Died at Kensington^ 21st Aprils 1843. 

Augustus Frederick^ Duke of Sussex^ was the sixth son of 
Greorge III. After having been under a private tutor he 
studied at the University of Gottingen^ where he acquired 
considerable taste for literature^ which he indulged by 
amassing a magnificent library containing a great number of 
rare books^ and particularly works in Biblical literature^ 
which were the more prized by him from his acquaintance 
with the Hebrew language. 

The Duke was very fond of mechanics, and left at his 
decease a large collection of clocks and time-pieces, a taste for 
which he apparently inherited from his father, George the 
Third. 

On the resignation of Mr. Gilbert in 1880 as President of 
the Boyal Society, the Duke of Sussex was elected after a 
warm contest, and occupied the Chair for eight years. Before 
his eyes became affected, he constantly presided at all Meetings 
of the Council and Society ; and on his decease, the Fellows, in 
an address of condolence to the Queen, stated that " His 
Boyal Highnesses death was the more felt by them because 
while he was their President he had uniformly shown the 
greatest zeal for the cause of knowledge, and the most 
amiable condescension and kindness to every, cultivator of 
Physical Science.^^ 
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B&OOE TATLOB, LLD., RR.S. 

Painted by Ramsay. 
Presented by Sir William Young, Baxt., F.II.S. 

Bom at Edmonton^ 18th August^ 1685. 
Died at London^ 29th December, 1731, 

Dr. Taylob was educated at St. John's, Cambridge, where he 
applied closely to philosophical studies, and became a cele- 
brated mathematician. He was the author of the 'Me- 
thodus Incrementorum,' of an excellent system of Perspective 
(on which he wrote two works), and of the famous theorem 
known by his name. 

In 1712 he was elected Fellow, and in 1714 Secretary of 
the Royal Society. He contributed a great number of papers 
on mathematical subjects to the Philosophical Transactions. 



CHARLES THEODOEE, Elector Palatine of Bavaxia. 

Painter unknottm. 

Charles Theodore succeeded to the sovereignty of Bavaria 
in 1777. He was a great patron of Benjamin Thompson, 
better known as Count Bumford, whom he ennobled for his 
valuable services to Bavaria. Count Bumford was warmly 
attached to science, and endowed the Boyal Society with a 
prize fund, the proceeds of which are given to the author of the 
most important discovery or useful improvement in heat or 
light. From his relations with the Elector, there is every 
probability that Count Bumford presented this Portrait to the 
Society. 
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BICHABD WALLEB, RB.S. 

Painted by T. Murray. 

Proeo n tod by Richard Waller. 

Mb. Waller was Secretary of the Royal Society from 1687 
to 1709, and edited the Philosophical Transactions from 1691 
to 1695 inclusive. He was the author of several physiological 
papers in the Transactions, and translator of the description 
of celebrated experiments of the Accademia del Cimento. 



JOHN WALLIS, D.D., F.B.S. 

Painted by Gerard Soest. 

m 

Presented by KLr. Wallis. 

Bom at Ashford, 23rd November, 1616. 
Died, 28th October, 1708. 

Dk. Wallis was an eminent theologian, scholar, and mathema- 
tician. He was educated at Enmianuel College, Cambridge, 
chosen Fellow of Queen^s College, Oxford, and in 1649 ap- 
pointed Savilian Professor of Greometry at that University. 
In 1654 he took the degree of D.D. Dr. Wallis was one of 
the originators of the Royal Society, and, besides contributing 
scientific papers, mostly on mathematical subjects, to the 
Transactions, was the author of various works on mathematics 
and theology, most of which are collected m three folio vo- 
lumes. The archives of the Royal Society contain a great 
number of letters on scientific subjects, addressed by him to 
various persons. 
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SIB WILLIAM WATSON, M.D., F.R.S. 

Painted by L. F. Abbot. 
PreBented by Sir W. Watson. 



Bom in London^ 1715. 
Died in London, 10th May, 1787. 

Although Sir William Watson was a distingmslied physician, 
his reputation rests principally on his electrical discoveries, 
for which he received the Copley Medal, the highest reward 
at the disposal of the Royal Society. He contributed sixty- 
one papers to the Philosophical Transactions, chiefly on me- 
dical and botanical subjects, and among them papers now of 
considerable value with reference to the history of electricity. 
One of these papers gives the first account of Dr. Franklin^s 
^'Experiments and Observations in Electricity made at Phi- 
ladelphia.^^ Sir William manifested so much zeal in the busi- 
ness of the Society, that he was frequently elected to serve on 
the Council, and was appointed a Vice-President by Sir John 
Pringle. 
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JOHN WILEINS, DJ)^ F.S.S., 

Bishop of Chestar. 

Painted by Mary Beak, 

Bom at Fawsby^ Northamptonsliire^ 1614. 
Died in London^ 19th November, 1672. 

Dr. Wilrins graduated at Magdalen Hall, Oxford, took 
orders at the age of twenty-one, and became Chaplain suc- 
cessively to Lord Say, Lord Berkeley, and Charles, Count 
Palatine of the Rhine. Dr. Wilkins early manifested a 
strong partiality for philosophical pursuits, and when acade- 
mical studies were interrupted by the Civil Wars, he came to 
London, and was the chief promoter of those meetings of 
philosophers which led to the formation of the Royal Society. 

In 1648 he was chosen Warden of Wadham College, and, 
being unable to attend the scientific meetings in London, 
established a Philosophical Society at Oxford, which assembled 
for some years in his College lodgings. 

In 1659 Richard Cromwell appointed Wilkins Master of 
Trinity College, Cambridge ; but he lost the Mastership on the 
Restoration. He soon, however, gained the Royal favour, 
and on the incorporation of the Royal Society in 1663 was 
nominated by the King one of the Coimcil. He also obtained 
Church preferment, and was promoted from the Deanery of 
Ripon to the Bishopric of Chester in 1668. 

Wilkins's writings are very numerous; one of his best-known 
works, ^' Essay towards a real Character and a Philosophical 
Language,^^ was printed by order of the Royal Society. 
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SIB JOSEPH WILLIAKSON, P.S.S. 

Painted by Sir Godfrey Knelkr, 

Presented by Sir Joseph WiUiamson, P.R.8. 

Bom abofot 1630^ at Bridekirk^ Cumberland. 

Died in 1701. 

Sir Joseph Williamson was educated at Westminster, and 
Queen^s College, Oxford. After the Restoration he was ap- 
pointed Secretary, successively, to Sir Edward Nicholas and 
Lord Arlington, and was made Keeper of the State Paper 
Office. He had a considerable share in establishing the London 
Gazette, originally called the Oxford Gazette, the first number 
of which was published on the 7th of November, 1665, when 
Charles II. was at Oxford. In 1674 he succeeded Lord Arling- 
ton as Secretary of State. He was committed to the Tower in 
1678 on a charge of granting commissions to Popish recu- 
sants. The King, however, released him the same day that 
he was imprisoned. He was the second President of the Royal 
Society under the Charter, having succeeded Lord Broimcker 
in 1677. Although much occupied by public business, he pre- 
sided at every meeting of the Council, and took great interest 
in the Society's affairs. He left ^6000 and a large collection 
of valuable manuscripts to the College where he had been 
educated, and £500 for the purpose of founding a Mathema- 
tical School at Rochester, which town he frequently repre- 
sented in Parliament. 



71 



WILLIAlf HTDE WOLLASTON, M.D^ P.S.S. 

Painted by J. Jackson, R,A. 

Presented by the Family of Dr. Wolleirton. 

Born at East Dereham, Norfolk, 6th August, 1766. 
Died 22nd December, 1828. 

Dk. Wollaston^s father, Francis, was an astronomer of some 
eminence, by whom, after a preparatory education, he was 
entered at Caius College, Cambridge, where he took the 
degree of M.B. in 1787 and that of M.D. in 1793. Soon 
afterwards he became a Tancred Fellow. Although educated 
for the medical profession, his inclination led him to cultivate 
physical science ; in this he was confirmed by an accession of 
fortune. In 1 793 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society ; 
in 1804 Junior Secretary, and succeeded Sir Joseph Banks as 
President on the 29th June, 1820, but only held office until 
the ensuing Anniversary of the Society. Dr. Wollaston con- 
tributed thirty-nine papers to the Philosophical Transactions, 
all of which are remarkable for the profound and varied nature 
of the physical sciences of which they treat. To him we owe 
the first demonstration of the identity of galvanism and com- 
mon electricity, and the first explanation of the cause of the 
difierent phenomena exhibited by galvanic and common elec- 
tricity. In chemistry he was especiaUy distinguished by the 
extreme nicety and delicacy of his experimenT His Inge- 
nious method of rendermg platinum malleable is said to have 
produced him more than thirty thousand pounds. Dr. Wol- 
laston established the Donation Fund of the Eoyal Society, 
the interest arising from which is applied to the promotion of 
science. 
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CHBISTOFHEB WREN, DJ). 

Painter unknovm. 

Presented by Stoikhen Wren, Esq. 

Died 29th May, 1658. 

Dr. Wren, father of Sir Christopher, descended from an 
ancient family of Danish extraction. He was educated at 
Merchant Taylors' School, and became a Fellow of St. John's 
College, Oxford. In 1620 he took his Degree of Bachelor in 
Divinity, and shortly afterwards was appointed Chaplain in 
Ordinary to Charles I. and Rector of Kjioyle in Wiltshire. In 
1635 he was installed Dean of Windsor and Registrar to the 
Order of the Grarter. As holder of this office he rendered 
great public service by redeeming for a considerable sum of 
money the Registers of the Order of the Garter, which had 
been abstracted by the rebels. 

Dr. Wren was a man of extensive scientific and literary 
attainments. He early directed the mind of his son to those 
pursuits in which he became distinguished, and possessed 
considerable knowledge of architecture. He took an active 
part in those philosophical meetings at Oxford which led to 
the establishment of the Royal Society. 
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SIB CHEISTOPHEK WEEN, RB.S. 

Painted by Sir Peter Lely, 
P t won ted by Stephen Wren, Esq. 

Bom at East-Knoyle, 20th October, 1632. 
Died in London, 25th February, 1722-3. 

Sir Cheistopheb Wren studied at Wadham College, Oxford, 
where, besides pursuing his studies in the physical sciences, he 
paid great attention to anatomy, and was the originator of the 
physiological experiment of injecting various liquids into the 
veins of living animals. He was chosen a Fellow of All Souls^ 
in 1653, appointed Professor of Astronomy at Gresham Col- 
lege in 1657, and in 1660 Savilian Professor. He was one 
of the founders of the Boyal Society, it being after his lecture 
on astronomy at Gresham College on the 28th November, 
1660, that some philosophers who were present resolved to 
establish a Scientific Society. In 1663, Wren, who had been 
assistant to Sir John Denham, the Surveyor General, was 
commissioned to rebuild St. Paulas. I|i 1680 he was elected 
President of the Boyal Society, and took a most active part 
in the affairs of the young Institution, presiding at the Meet- 
ings, and proposing and making experiments, which at that 
period were largely comprehended in the Society^s scientific 
labours. His inventions and discoveries alone are said to 
amoimt to fifty-three ; and Mr. Cookerell, in his ^ Tribute to 
the Memory of Wren,^ enumerates forty public buildings 
erected by that great man. 
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THOMAS YOUNG, KJ)., F.R.S. 

After Sir T. Laurrence, by H. P. Brigga, R.A. 

Freoented by Hudson Ghuney, Esq^ 

Bom at Milverton, Somersetsliire, 18th Jiine^ 1773. 
Died in London, 10th May, 1829. 

Apter undergoing a school education at Compton in Dorset- 
shire, Dr. Young passed through a course of self-culture and 
studies, which resulted in his accumulating a large amount of 
general knowledge. 

In 1793 he entered as a pupil in St. Bartholomew's, and 
completed his medical education at Edinbui^h and Gottingen. 
On his return to England he was admitted a Fellow Conmioner 
of Emmanuel CoU^e, Cambridge. 

In 1801 he was appointed Professor of Natural Philosophy 
at the Boyal Institution, and in 1804 was elected Foreign Se- 
cretary of the Boyal Society, and held the office during his life. 

He took a very active part in the Society's affidrs, and con- 
tributed a great number of highly valuable papers to the 
Transactions. Dr. Young was not successful in his profession, 
which may be accounted for by the circumstance that his nu- 
merous scientific researches, and particularly those relating to 
light, precluded the possibility of giving the necessary time 
and attention to it. He also interested himself greatly in 
hieroglyphics, in which he made several important discoveries. 
In 1816 he was appointed Secretary to the Board of Longitude^ 
and on the dissolution of that body he became conductor of 
the ' Nautical Almanac.' 
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